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THE DUKE’S MOTTO 


oetsnsnncaannernn a 


“Staunch and Prue’ 


RANCH, whose people are as changeable as the colors of the 


chameleon and as effervescent as the champagne the early 
monks first learned the art of making Art, science, letters, 
romanee. all hawe found ardent votanes bere Each io turn 
has held sway during different periods of her history, Our 
story is laid in the romantic period of the regency, wl | 

i 


Lous who made art his god and love a pastime was still a chile 


Lenni de Lagardere, the best swordsman in nee, an adventurer, 


bur according to the canons of lis time a gentleman of honor, ts our 
here While visiting a wine shop kept by Miousieny Peyrolles he over 


¥ 


hears an agreement between an anserupulous 


a party of hirelings ta assa 
infant daue@hter, thus to pave (le way to a 
being the next in line as a relative of the Du 


ever ready to fight on the weaker side, aston 
ine the incriminating document with the point of lis sword and faci 
them all, seven against one “You cowards! TIL just lock you in, then 
warn your j 


ntended vietim, and when 
work be well shrivens, for the sword of De Lagarderc 


vou come ( do 


against you’ To find the Duke De Never and warn hit 


' 
intentions is the next move of Henn. tle and the duke 
| 


cistle as Gonzague, appears at a tower wurdow with th 
daguhter Ns De Laeardere seizes the child lie Nev 
eneage each other. De Lawardere figlits bis way through the lurelings 


ni reaches the top of the stairs len 


of the doomed De Never. Vhe dying 


Hienri to save his ebild not, 


aword of De Lagardere, who will not only protcet her but will live to 
avenge her father's assassination.” “Beware, Gongaene. for alter the 
hirclings comes the master.’ Realizing tlt Gouzague will pur a pac 


his head he eludes is pursuers, and mounted on a will charger ln 
escapes from Trance with the dukes tnlant daugiter 

ighteen years have clapsed since De Lawardcre 
false evidence given at court by Gonzague, who 
dered cousin to the dukedom, and who to make 


has persuaded the duchess, Blinche’s mother, to lec 


poay mother sll erieves for her lost child whe 


rose was abducted by Henri De Laegardere after be had killed ler 


Our next scene is the fencing room in Cronzague > 
“l with the mews that Le 


later, and one of his spies has return 
Lugardere, his term of banishment having expired, 14 to return to 


France that day, bringing with him the daught 


r guardian aud protector 


now 4 beautiful lady and deeply in love with | 
Grovzageue acquaints Peyrolles with the fucts, with inatructions to pre 


yen! De Lagardere from presenting to the Regent of France the docu 


CT TT 


— 
euansaifi 
vy 


ments taken from them ciwlueen vears before Peyrolles acts promptly 
and in the courtyard of hits jan engaves a band of hirelings to destroy 


ylles receives the 


De Lawardere, who arrives at the inu just as Peyrs 
note from Gonzayue, De Lagardere sees them with their beads to 
wether and determines to wet possession of the paper Peyrolles is read 


ine to them. This le accomplishes by a clever ruse He decides to 
out-pay Monsieur Peyrolles. He ealls the band together and boldly 
annonces that We ts going to outbid their master. “A bag of gold to 
each of vou. Now VIL help vou to earn the single bag he offers.” 
“When he returns, sav 1 have eone to the Bridge of Sighs, in the 
grounds of my ancestors He will follow in his chair, you are to meet 
ne and apparently by the force of your nambers, overcome and slay 
me. He will be too cowardly to be present during the unequal struggle, 
aud when he returns, will no doubt recommend a stone for my feet 
and eight feet of water for my final resting place, then we will turn the 
tables on Monsieur Pevrolles.”” We see the astounded innkeeper meet 
the fate he lias planned for De Lagardere Blanche grows anxious over 
llenri’s lone absence, inaiires of the wateman at the inn, the direction 
(flenet has taken, and follows lim. [le reassures her, places her in a 
sedan chair, and escorts her to lis own home He dismisses the men, 


“Vou have served me well May we meet again! and now dear Blanche, 


‘ranwements, and tonight at the Re 


await me here 1 wo to perfect : | 
The hunchback has been spy 


vents ball. vou shall meet vour mother, 
ine on De Laeardere, and no sooner is le left alone with Blanche, than 


Gonvague, attended by a doren henchmen, rushes in, overpowers De 
Lawardere, takes the half fainting girl and quickly lodwes IMs prisoner- 
within the walls of lus awu enstle Lhe lovers are separated, Heng 
is taken to the feueing room and is left with the hunchback as [ns 
vie with each other in heap 


lis court of revele: 


4 


he duke dismisses lis retinue, and the 


ie misults on the 
poodigate, who has been drinking heavily, forces lis odious attentions 
onthe wow desnerate Blanche Dut help is at hand, De Lagardere let! 
alone with the hunchback, sees a way to free himself, He places Ins 
back to a stand of iuverted swords, and while bandying words with bis 
mands Onee free, he leaps for lis 


4 


euptor, saws the bonds that ve bis | 
ck bas carelessly left on a bench, and armed 
| 


sword that the hunchia 
ces lis tormentor The hunchback who in earlier days had been a 


fencing eyes Tenn: disdaintally and says: “Fool! | gave you 
' 


your first lesson’ De Lag: yeotics, “And Heaven willing, | wil 


wive vou your last!” Then mht blades flash fire, but the combat is 
short, De Lagardere the victor, |lis quick mind perceives a way out of 
lis present ditficulties lle removes the garments from the bunch 
back, and quickly arrays himself in them A casual observer would 
vever notice the difference. 60 closely has this dashing cavalier assumed 
the form and manner of the hunchback, whose place in the castle he has 
determined to tuke. [le arrives in time to put an end to Gonzague’s 
unwelcome attentions to Blanche, and insinuatingly suggests that he 
be allowed to pay tus court to the fair prisoner, Gonzawue, his brain 
befow@ed with drink, ts pleased with the suge@estion. [le recalls his 
companions avd informis wWiem of the hunchback’s ambitious desire. 
"A joyous revenge gentlemen’ We will marry the duke’s daughter to 
the erook back master, On with (hy wooing! De Lagardere requests 
them to retire beyond hearing and watel He then quickly whispers to 


iS 


Blanche Gis plan. “Appear to be chaoned by my advances” She gladly 
eonsents and the tall drank courtiers are amazed to see the hunch 
back by a few weird passes and the seeming exercise of supernapiral 
power gain complere control of the maiden who now nestles fondly in 
lds arms. "Iead! Gentlemen, the mis-shaped one has conquered!” 
The Nousehold priest has been summoned and quickly joins them in 
marriage. De Lagardere evades the proflered congratulations of the 
duke and his courtiers and retires from their presence. 

The discovery of the lifeless body of the real hunchback solers 
Gonzague and he appears at the Regents ball. Bat toa late. Die Lawar 
dere bas restored Blanche to her mother and placed the proof of Ure 
cascally dukes crime in the hands of the Regent. Confronted with the 
evidence of his wailt he tries to escape, but De Lagardere’s oath ts un- 
fulfilled. He craves permission of the Regent the poivilege of crossing 
swords with the assasein of Ulanche’s father 

Our closing scene takes place in the eourtvard of the rummed castle 
of the murdered De Never. Face to face at last! (The masterly swords 


nianship of luawardere soon proves superior to the blind rage of tis 


sin of the last of the Oe Nevers talle before 


adversary, und the assa 
the avenging arm of Henri De Lawardere, 1 have kept my oath!) 
After the hirelings comes the master!” 
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